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      active tour: nature, culture & people

Day 1. Incoming flight , transfer to Herculane. 

D2. “Lost hamlets” in Cerna Valley. D3. Hydro-

power  plant,  Roman  and  medieval  history, 

tulips and rare orchids.  D4. The “Cauldrons” of 

the  Danube,  wild  tulips,  boat  trip.  D5. Mt. 

Trescovăț.  D6. Czech  village  Svata  Helena, 

drive to Nera Valley. D7. Waterfalls of Beu ni a.ș ț  

D8. Ciclova, old theatre of Oravi aț . D9. City tour 

of Timi oaraș  [and return flight ].

www.tymestours.ro/TULIPS

! also longer version (+3 days) available

!! another tour package is ready for late spring 
(May) with focus on wild orchids (no tulips):

www.tymestours.ro/ORCHIDS

Active: hiking, intermediate level – 3 to 5 hrs. 
walking time, 300-500 meters height difference 
(1x 600 m, Mt. Trescovat).

When? Mid- to late April for “Wild Tulips and 
Orchids”, late May for “(Only) Orchids”.

With  accommodation in DBL-rooms with own 
bathroom,  full-board,  entrance  fees,  boat  trip, 
transportation, guiding.

Flights (not  included)  to  Timi oaraș  (low-cost 
from  London  Lutton,  or  with  Lufthansa  via 
Munich), Budapest or Belgrade (not included).

SERBIA

Iron Gates of the 
Danube

Timisoara

Cerna Valley
Sasca

Baile 
Herculane

Rare in the UK and elsewhere:  →
the monkey orchid (Orchis simia)

Never heard of Orchis simia or Tulipa hungarica? Nevermind! While searching for 
them we discover spectacular sceneries at the “Iron Gates” (Europe's longest 
river gorge) and in the Cerna Valley. We pay home visits to the locals (some of 
them live in the middle of this stunning landscapes) and taste their food and 
drinks. The intricate past of the Banat region is revealed by the miniature copy 
of Vienna's former “Burgtheater” and by Timișoara's top notch Art Nouveau.

Wild Orchids & Wild Tulips at the 

    Iron Gates of the Danube
hiking on the footsteps of Sir Patrick Leigh Fermor

“...mountains  rising  steeply  out  of  the  flat  eastern  
horizon like a school of whales.”

Patrick Leigh Fermor, “Between the Woods and the Water”

When the Europeans hear about Romania 
and the Danube, the first  thought slips 
to  the  Danube  Delta  –  what  are  those 
Iron Gates of the Danube,  anyway?! 
1050 kilometers before reaching the sea, 
the Danube meets the Carpathians and 
crosses  them  through  Europe's  longest 
river gorge. The English writer Sir Patrick 
Leigh  Fermor  described  the  fascinating 
area in one of his novels.

Despite the low altitude we see dramatic 
walls  of  limestone  or  granite  reaching 
250-300 meters in height, but also more 
hospitable,  forested  slopes.  This  is  also 
Romania's warmest region: a touch of the 
Mediterranean makes fig  trees thrive in 
orchards,  while  the  wild  flora  is 
dominated  by  bushes  of  lilac  (in  full 
blossom during our tour) and smoketree. 
On the dry slopes or in the forests hikers 
find  rare  orchids or  an  endemic 
yellow tulip, while Hermann's (“Greek”) 
tortoise is quite common in the area.

And yet, this is a hiking tour rather than 
a  botanical  trip:  we'll  discover  the  wild 
beauty  of  the  Iron  Gates  and  of  the 

adjacent Cerna Valley and Nera Gorge. 
These mountains are not deserted: we'll 
meet  many  locals  in  their  interesting 
environments.

The area belongs to the  Banat region, 
so the cultural sightseeing covers a huge 
time  span,  from  the  Romans  to  the 
Communist dictator Ceaușescu. The most 
eye-catching  features  are  due  to  the 
Habsburgs; we'll admire their heritage in 
the  spa  resort  of  Herculane,  at  the 
theatre  in  Oravița and in the  lofty  Art 
Nouveau of Timișoara.

http://www.tymestours.ro/
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Day 01 – Friday

Right at the beginning a few 
considerations about the 
incoming flight, since this may 
lead to some changes in the first 
and last days, respectively. There 
are three main options for it:

• To Timisoara airport, 
low-cost direct flight. This has the 
advantage of being straightforward and 
saving time time, but, at the moment, we 
only have direct flights as low-cost from 
London Luton (with WizzAir).

• To Timisoara via Munich, with 
Lufthansa, there are two-three flights per 
day, allowing for various possibilities of 
the flight starting from London or other 
airports in the UK (or from other European 
airports, in fact). 

• To the airport in Budapest, multiple 
choices. Most major European flight 
companies have daily flights to Budapest, 
but this brings a transfer of ca. 3 hrs. 
(depending on traffic conditions; 285 km, 
of which 175 km highway). In a 
predictable future (2016) Timisoara will be 
connected directly to the airport in 
Budapest. We can arrange the van 
transfer from Budapest. 

After being picked-up at the Timisoara airport and 
meeting the crew (guide and bus driver) you are 
transferred towards the mountains. Our first true 
contact with region takes place in the mountains, 
we are awaited for a lunch with home-made 
dishes at a local family – this will also be the first 
contact with the local plum brandy (”tzuika”). The 
village also has an old wooden church with 
valuable inner paintings, which makes up a good 
introduction into the past and the present of the 
Banat region of Romania. After visiting the church, 
if there is time (which depends on the landing time 
of the incoming flight) we can take a quite easy 
hiking towards the neighbouring village (Hiking: 
cca. 1.5 hrs., difference of altitude 150 150 △ ▽
Meter). We'll see here a very simple pottery 
workshop for traditional ceramics. In the late 
afternoon we'll reach Herculane (Baile 
Herculane), already in the southern part of Banat, 
where we'll spend two nights in a new-built hotel 
with good amenities.
For more pictures visit the album on FaceBook, dedicated 
to this day (tour April-May 2013).

Day 02 – Saturday

Our momentary basecamp in 
the resort Baile Herculane, 
lies in the wonderful Cerna 
Valley (Valea Cernei), one of 
the largest and most beautiful 
national parks of Romania. 
The Austrian empress Sissi 
was very keen on this valley, today we'll do just 
she did here: we'll hike upstream from Herculane 
to the half-deserted hamlets deep in the Cerna 
Mountains. We have access to the high plateaus 
by a series of wooden ladders, we then hike 
further maintaining almost the same altitude. We'll 
meet isolated, primitive homesteads which live cut 
off from the world, accessible only on a footpath; 
the Cerna (with the road) is somewhere far below. 
Some of this families don't benefit of electricity. By 
having a simple peasant lunch at one family we 
win insight into the simple way of life of this 
people, then descend down to Cerna, 
overwhelmed by the impressions of the day. In the 
afternoon we visit the resort Herculane (Baile 
Herculane). Established already by the Romans, 
the true glory of Herculane came much later, 
under the Habsburgs, which developed it into a 
typical Central-European “Kurort”; the old part of 
the resort is in very bad state, some restoration 
works are carried on, but the outcome is yet 
uncertain.

H: cca. 4 hrs., difference of altitude 500 500 △ ▽
Meter.
For more pictures visit the album on FaceBook, dedicated 
to this day (tour April-May 2013).

Day 03 – Monday

The distance from Herculane to the 
Danube is quite short. The 
landscape is further on dominated by 
mountains, it is the larges river gorge 
in Europe, a region known as the 
“Iron Gates of the Danube” - in 
Romanian “Por ile de Fier”. This isț  
also the name of the large 
hydropower plant we'll visit in the 
morning. Built in the late 1960's by 
Romania and Yugoslavia it is still very important 
for Romania's power supply. The town of Drobeta-
Turnu Severin lies on the lower end of the gorge, 
already on the ground of the historical region 
called “Wallachia”. Between loads of socialist 
architecture we discover the past of this town, in 
which Romans, Hungarians, Wallachians 
(Romanians), Turks, Austrians and even the 
medieval Order of the German Knights all had 
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word to say. In the afternoon we remain close to 
Danube but the scenery changes completely: 
within an easy hiking on a small tributary (valley 
of a small creek) we search for wild tulips but also 
for rare orchids (the monkey orchid, Orchis simia, 
should be in full blossom; the species is rare in 
Romania and extremely rare in the UK, once 
thought to have disappeared completely) and 
admire a rare species of iris (Iris reichenbachii). 
From the mountain slopes we have beautiful 
images of the Danube as seen from high above, 
as an introduction to the spectacular images we'll 
see in the coming days. In the late afternoon we 
reach a guest-house west of the town Orsova, 
where we're going to spend the next three nights.

H.: ca. 3-4 hrs. (depending on finding the plants). 
200-350 200-350.△ ▽

For more pictures visit the album on FaceBook, dedicated 
to this day (tour April-May 2013).

Day 04 – Tuesday

Today we'll see the narrowest sector of 
tthe Iron Gates, the so-called „Kazan 
Pass“, with two sub-sectors: Cazanele 
Mici and Cazanele Mari, respectively 
(Rom. “cazane” means “cauldrons”). We'll 
see them on foot (hiking on the karst 
plateau of Ciucaru Mare, offering 
breathtaking views of the narrows) but 
also from the water – with a short boat trip 
under the vertical limestone walls of the 

“Big Cauldrons” sector. And we don't hurry up 
during the boat ride, because this is how we can 
admire, right on the steep cliffs, the unique wild 
tulip of the Kazan Pass – the endemic species 
Tulipa hungarica grows only here, its name comes 
from the historical conditions (the Iron Gates were 
part of Hungary when the species was first 
described). A camera fitted with telephoto lens is 
advisable for taking pictures, the tulips are hard to 
reach because of the very steep slopes. Other 
interesting plants grow here, enriching the already 
stunning landscape: the smoketree, the wild lilac 
(starting to blossom at the time of the tour), the 
Montpelier maple, the “burning-bush” (Dictamnus 
albus) a.s.o. This area is one of the warmest 
points in Romania and a nature reserve of great 
importance. The history is also well present: the 
Roman inscription “Tabula Traiana” reminds on 
the way carved in rock by the Romans on the 
southern shore, for their legions to approach for 
the siege of Dacia. From the opposite shore of the 
antique Danubius, the huge head of the Dacian 
king Decebal, carved directly into a large 
limestone cliff, greats its enemies.

1st side note: The Kazan tulip blossoms with quite 
a large time period variability, depending on the 
weather conditions of each particular spring. Our 
journey takes place at a moment with a high 
possibility of seeing it, but also many other 
interesting plants.

2nd side note: In some cases we can also hike 
through the Ponicova Cave. This is usually not 
possible in spring because of the large water 
amounts brought by the creek which flows 
through the cave.

H.: ca. 3 hrs. 200 200.△ ▽
For more pictures visit the album on FaceBook, dedicated 
to this day (tour April-May 2013).

Day 05 – Wednesday

We dedicate this day to the mountain 
Trescovă  (to be read something likeț  
„Tresckovatz“). With its peak not 
even reaching 700 meters a.s.l., we'll 
have astonishing aerial views over 
the Danube Gorge and till deep in 
the region where the Carpathian 
Mountains reach the Balkans, in 
eastern Serbia. The positive surprise 
is that, despite the impressive 
vertical wall of some 300 meters on the southern 
side, the ascent is quite simple, without any 
technical challenges. We stay good chances to 
meet the “Greek tortoise” (Hermann's tortoise, 
Testudo hermanni boettgeri) in large numbers. On 
the coming back we'll have a short break in a 
place, where fossils of ammonites are quite 
numerous. We'll possibly have a dinner with fish 
at the peasants of the village Svini a, perhaps ț
also with some Serbian live folks music – upon 
availability, no guarantee.

H.: cca. 5 hrs. 620 620.△ ▽
For more pictures visit the album on FaceBook, dedicated 
to this day (tour April-May 2013).

Day 06 – Thursday

We depart from the guest-
house near Or ova and driveș  
westwards through the Iron 
Gates, along the shore. 
Several ruins remind on the 
advancement of the Turks in 
the XV-XVI-th centuries, one 
of Europe's major processes in late Middle Age 
and early modern times. The ruins belong to 
fortresses built to stop the Turks (with very limited 
efficiency, though) – most of this ruins are not 
very dramatic today (but still tell an interesting 
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story!), while others are quite eye-catchy: the 
fortress Golubac (on Serbian shore, but very 
photogenic from the Romanian shore of the 
Danube), the cave of Gaura cu Musca (with a wall 
built by the Turks), the ruins of the fortress “Szent 
Laszlo”. Depending of the weather, we pick a 
suitable hiking. If not too hot (steep southern 
slope!) we'll ascent to the village of Sfanta Elena, 
through rocky landscape and bushes of 
smoketree with lots of Iris reichenbachii (H.: cca. 
3 hrs. 300 50.△ ▽  ). Otherwise we'll walk up to 
some fortress ruins or we'll visit some archaic 
water mills, still used by the locals. We'll have the 
lunch at a family from the village Sfanta Elena. 
Actually, it is called rather „Svatá Helena“ by its 
Czech inhabitants (how this community of Czechs 
landed here in the first place is quite a story) and 
is a nice mountain village, with beautiful old 
houses, on a karst plateau high above the 
Danube. In the afternoon we leave the Danube 
and drive over the densely forested mountains 
into the valley of the river Nera. We visit the 
catholic church of Sasca Montana, the Baroque 
monument tells of the German (actually, Austrian) 
community which came in the XVIII-th century 
mainly from the Tirol region to dig for the rich 
copper ores in the surroundings. Our final 
destination today is the nearby village of Sasca 
Română (we can walk to it, starting from Sasca 
Montană), where we check in at a small guest 
house (2 nights).
For more pictures visit the album on FaceBook, dedicated 
to this day (tour April-May 2013).

Side note: For groups interested in plants, we 
can have today a visit of a natural reserve were 
the highly interesting Banat peony (Paeonia 
banatica, a rare, endemic species) and Orchis 
tridentata thrive. Also a birds reserve lies nearby. 
Have a look on this FaceBook picture album.

Day 07 – Thursday

The river Nera has cut itself a long gorge 
(22  km  -  „Cheile  Nerei“  /  Nera  Gorge) 
through  Romania's  largest  limestone 
area;  it  is  part  of  a  large  national  park. 
Today  we'll  hike  through  a  part  of  this 
gorge  and  also  see  its  most  interesting 
tributary,  the  Beu  (Beiu) with  its 
marvellous waterfalls. These,  “Cascadele 
Beusnitei” have a  lot  of  water  in  spring 
after the snow of the higher karst areas 

has  melt.  At  this  time of  the  year  we  can also 
admire the bleached-yellow Orchis pallens in the 
virgin  beach forests,  while  Orchis mascula ssp.  
signifera is  fairly  common in  the  young  woods, 

where more light reaches.  H.:  cca. 3 hrs.  200△  
200.  For  the  afternoon  we  have  an  optional▽  

hiking  from  the  waterfalls  to  the  ruins  of  the 
Socolari  fortress.  The  medieval  ruins  are  quite 
humble, but they lie on a rocky limestone outcrop 
surrounded by steep drops, and the view reaches 
far  in  the  west  (under  good  conditions  till 
Belgrade);  we  find  ourselves  on  one  of  the 
promontories of the Carpathians, protruding into 
the Panonian Lowlands. For the optional hiking: 
cca. 2.5-3 hrs. 250 250.△ ▽
For more pictures visit the  FaceBook page dedicated to 
this day (April-May 2013).

Day 08 – Friday

Today we visit the area on the 
western slopes of the „Banat 
Highlands“ (Banat Mountains). Owing 
to its richness in mineral ores, 
numerous industrial facilities were 
built here by the Habsburgs. So here, 
in the Carpathians, we had one of 
Europe's early industrialized areas; 
this is now history – the industrial 
activity has ceased, industrial ruins 
from distant or more recent past are scattered all 
over the place. The area is still picturesque, at 
many points resembling an open-air museum. In 
the village of Ciclova the miners erected two 
monasteries, both dedicated to Saint Mary and 
both worth seeing: the Germans built ”Saint Mary 
on the Rocks” (”Mariafels”) while the Romanians 
the much more secluded Orthodox monastery 
”Maria-Ciclova”. Our hiking takes place in the 
surroundings of the latter one, through virgin 
forests and rocky outcrops. In the afternoon we 
visit the small theatre in Oravita. It is a small jewel: 
a miniatured copy of the former Burgtheater of 
Vienna, it is the oldest theatre in nowadays 
Romania. The dusty small town of Oravi a was ț
one a flourishing community, many Austrian 
bureaucrats lived here – this explains the theatre 
and also an old pharmacy, which is now museum; 
the whole old part of Oravi a is interesting, even if ț
quite derelict. In late afternoon we leave the 
mountains and drive through the Banat Lowland to 
Timisoara. We are accommodated in a good four 
stars, top-centrally located hotel – everything lies 
within walking reach.

Side note: For those interested in historical 
pieces of engineering is good to know, that a train 
ride between Oravi a and Anina is doable on this ț
day. Built between 1847-1863 and dubbed 
”Banater Semmering”, it was quite a technical 
achievement; the total 2084 meters of tunnels 
(from a railway length of 34 km) were dug 
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manually, the dynamite not being invented yet at 
the time.

Day 09 – Saturday

Compared to the last days, Timi oara ș
offers a huge change of scenery: a large 
city with vibrant, lively and young 
atmosphere (four state universities). 
Timisoara hosts large amounts of 
historical architecture (it is the Romanian 
city with the highest number of buildings 
listed as monuments) – some belong to 
the Baroque, but the city landscape is 
dominated by its countless Art Nouveau 

buildings. Today we'll see much of it within an 
extended city tour, done almost entirely by 
walking. An important chapter in the recent history 
of Romania is the Revolution against the 
communist dictator Nicolae Ceausescu; it started 
in Timisoara, the city payed a high death toll and 
its traces can still be seen scattered through the 
urban landscape. The lunch will be taken during 
this walking tour, at the oldest brewery of 
Romania.

Return flights, possibilities:

• from Budapest, with transfer in the 
afternoon of day 09

• from Timisoara (early on day 10)

• from Budapest, with transfer on the 
morning of day 10.

Depending on the flight, there might well be a Day 
10 (Sunday) of the trip. Otherwise this beautiful 
spring journey ends in Timi oara.ș
For more pictures visit the album on FaceBook, dedicated 
to this day (tour April-May 2013).

□ □ □ □ □ □ □

Difficulty range

The guided hiking is organized as one-day 
trips. The hiking routes are of 
intermediate (mid-level) difficulty, 
taking generally 4-5 hrs. walking time and 
up to 500-600 meters difference of 
altitude. One hiking (Day 06, Mt. 
Trescovat) reaches slightly above the 600 
meters 600 △ / ▽ limit (not the actual 
altitude, but difference of altitude) but 
is still not technically challenging and 
can not be described as ”difficult 
hiking”. Rocky outcrops may occur (seldom) 
and also short sectors with missing paths, 
but still fairly easy to manage.

Equipment

Normal equipment for middle-high and low 
mountains: hiking boots, rain protection, 
sun protection (quite important in this 
area!), daily backpack, simple head lamp. 
Short trousers recommended, also swimming 
suit.

Time frame

According to the blossoming time of the 
wild tulips, but also taking into 
consideration other factors (other plants, 
weather statistics) we recommend mid-April 
till end of April / beginning of May.

... Advice / ideas

If you lack spare time in the time frame 
mentioned above, you might consider the 
”orchid tour” which takes place in almost 
the same area, but in late May.

Included services

• Accommodation in DBL rooms with own 
bathroom, in guest houses or hotels 
3* (in Timișoara hotel****)

• Full boarding (all meals); on the 
days with hiking lunch is 
sandwiches (package lunch / cold 
lunch), in some cases at locals

• all entrance fees and other 
services (also boat trip included), 
corresponding to tour description

• transportation with van with AC
• experienced English speaking guide

Not included:

• Flight costs and other costs 
related to your trip to/from the  
point where the tour begins, 
respectively ends (Timisoara, 
Romania). We are happy to assist 
you with your trip to Romania and 
to change the beginning and the end 
of the tour, accordingly.

• Health insurance, not mandatory in 
Romania for EU-citizens (optional)

Rates
Please contact us for the most actual 
rates, also customized according to group 
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size.

Our experience in the destination area

The mountains of the Banat region are 
basically our “hiking homeland”, part of 
our core experience area. We have been 
hiking here privately since the early 
1990s and starting organising tours here 
right after the opening of Tymes Tours 
(June 2014). Since 2006 we work in this 
area with our partner WeltWeitWandern from 
Graz, Austria – the tour 
www.weltweitwandern.at/ROG02 takes place 
in almost the same regions. During the 
last five years we focused not only on 
finding interesting species of orchids and 
butterflies (within very many private 
tours) but also on gaining our local 
connections (families we've met during 
time) into our travel packages, and this 
is how the tour package was born.  

More Information

For more detailed information, including 
rates, as well as for bookings and or 
partnerships / distribution, please 
contact us directly:

   tymes tours
   info@tymestours.ro
   www.tymestours.ro 
   SC Tymes Globetrotter SRL
   Str. Lisabona 7/1A, Ap. 6
   Timișoara 300603
   Romania

t
y

m
e

s
 

t
o

u
r

s
Wild Tulips at the Iron Gates of the Danube

hiking tour: nature, culture & people

SC Tymes Globetrotter SRL
 Str. Lisabona nr. 7/1A Ap. 6, Timisoara RO 300603
☎ &  +40 256 203015

tymes tours
www.tymestours.ro
info@tymestours.ro

http://www.tymestours.ro/
http://www.tymestours.ro/
mailto:info@tymestours.ro
http://www.weltweitwandern.at/ROG02

