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      active tour: nature, culture & people

Day 1. Incoming flight to Cluj-Napoca, city tour. 

D2. Ieud village visit, wooden churches. D3. 

Steam train in Vaser Valley, traditional ceramics 

in Săcel. D4. “Merry Cemetery” in Săpân aț , 

former political prison in Sighetu Marma ieiț , 

birth house of Elie Wiesel (Nobel Price for 

Peace, survivor of Auschwitz), villages of 

Cosău Valley. D5. Hiking in Rodna Mts. D6. 

Hiking to the “12 Apostles”. D7. Hutsul 

settlements D8. Monasteries Moldovi aț  and 

Sucevi a.ț  D9. Monasteries Voroneț and Humor, 

Jewish cemetery, visit of an isolated farmstead. 

D10. Virgin forest Slătioara, drive on Bistri aț  

Valley D11. Drive to Cluj-Napoca. Return flight.

www.tymestours.ro/MONASTERIES

Active: hiking, easy to intermediate – 3 to 6 
hrs. walking time, 250 to 650 meters height 
difference.

When? May to early October.

With accommodation in DBL-rooms (mostly 
own bathroom, 3x in Maramureș with shared 
bathrooms, at family-owned guesthouses), full-
board, transportation, entrance fees, guiding.

Flights (not included) to Cluj-Napoca via 
Munich.

Natural and cultural landscape 
Both Maramureș and Bucovina consist 
mainly of mountains – mostly mild massifs, 
fairly suitable for human habitation. Centuries 
of moderate human intervention have 
created checkered patterns with forests 
intermixed with green, flowery pastures.

The people
While the monuments (monasteries and 
churches) reached world fame, we pay 
attention to the people as well – perhaps 
people come to the foreground more than 
in any other of our tours. In Maramureș 
they are extremely communicative and 
friendly; while maintaining much of the 
traditional customs, they are very open to 
the modern (huge new houses crammed 
into the charming old ones...). The people of 
Bucovina are more conservative and shy, it 
takes a bit of time for the visitors to be  
invited in their houses.

Past and present
Maramures and Bucovina are historically 
connected at their very roots. But centuries 
of rulers and outside threats have created 
slightly different cultures – at least visible 
on their outer shells. The (sometimes 
semi-) independent Moldavian princes 
generously financed wealthy monasteries, 
while the more humble minor local 
noblemen of the Maramureș stuck to the 
traditional wooden architecture.

Starting with the Maramureș, we spend 
three nights in the village Ieud, in small 
guest-houses of local families, see the two 
valuable wooden churches, but also meet 
many locals within a thorough walk. We 
decipher the meaning of the signs carved 
on gates in the Cosău Valley, see mills and 
whirlpools by the stream and taste the 
fierce “horinca” of which the Maramureș 
people are so proud of. The recent history is 
visible at the “Memorial of the Victims of 
Communism”, a former major political 
prison in the 1950's. The colourful “Merry 
Cemetery” of Săpânța is fascinating, while 
the steam locomotive brings us deep in the 
Vaser Valley, on narrow gauge. We hike in 
the Rodna Mts., crossing the natural border 
into the Bucovina. In the Upper Bucovina 
we hike to the volcanic rocks of the “Twelve 
Apostles” in the Calimani Mts. Then the 
focus switches to the fabulous exterior 
frescoes at the monasteries Moldovița, 
Sucevița, Voroneț and Humor - saints and 
sinners, quails of hell and edenic delights 
are depicted. But we also meet the Hutsuls 
– a strange Slavic ethnic strain, isolated in 
the upper part of Bucovina. There are also 
pure natural attractions in the tour, like the 
virgin fir and spruce forests of Slătioara.

Easy Hiking in Living Colours: Maramureș and Bucovina

Painted Monasteries, Wooden Churches, Friendly People 
The two regions in northern Romania are famous for  the elegant wooden 
churches and for monasteries with magnificent exterior frescoes. Within our 
village  walks  and  easy  hikes  we  discover  more  than  this:  a  picturesque 
countryside with living traditions and friendly  peasants. We don't just visit 
the  monuments, we get to know intimately the communities which created 
them.
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