
The  Cerna  Valley  is  a  spectacular 
playground  for  the  active  tourism.  White 
limestone walls surround deep gorges and 
canyons.  Virgin  forests  hide  huge,  old 
beech trees, the endemic Banat black pine 
adorns the cliffs, while the small clearings 
abound in rare butterflies and orchids.

The  natural  paradise  is  inhabited  (still...), 
small hamlets are scattered between deep 
forests  and  rocky  outcrops.  Life  here  is 
hard:  perched on  high  plateaus,  they  are 
only  reachable  on foot  or  horse  and only 
have  (some)  electrical  power  from 
primitive,  self-made  water  turbines.  The 
valley  also  has  a  history:  discrete  traces 
remind on  the  days  when  it  made  up  the 
border  between  the  Ottoman  and  the 
Habsburg (Austrian) empires.

The sheer cliffs and the abrupt slopes of the 
Cerna  Valley  have  preserved  this  unique 
wilderness.  However,  under  the  pressures 
and  lures  of  the  XXI-st  century,  the  last 
inhabitants  leave  the  grounds  of  their 
ancestors  and settle down, in the “normal” 
towns and villages, where electrical power is 
self-understood.  The  area  will  be  left 
completely deserted in less than a decade. 
Meanwhile forestry roads started their ways 
up – despite of the status of national park. 
The  huge  potential  for  tourism  has  never 
been put  into  practice,  so  the locals have 

little options.

We  spend  the  first  three  nights  in  a 
hamlet on the western side of the Cerna, 
where  the  logistics  are  a  bit  easier: 
despite  being  inaccessible  to  motorized 
vehicles, there is a shared shower (quite 
a  modern  one)  at  disposal  and we  can 
opt  between  lodging  in  a  comfortable 
house,  in  rooms  for  3  to  5  persons  or 
spending the night in the tents installed 
nearby;  in  both  cases,  awesome  views 
are  ensured.  The  daily  hikes  from  this 
“base camp” cover the surroundings, we 
take  advantage  of  the  exceptional 
location.

We then move to a much more secluded 
place, close to the tree line and sub-alpine 
views.  We  sleep  in  tents  and  cook  on 
open fire. A nearby shepherds' hut offers 
shelter in case of bad weather and also a 
sheep for the culinary delight of the trekkers.

The next location is on the left (eastern) 
side of the Cerna. It is just as inaccessible 
to  vehicles  and  the  landscape  is  even 
more  dramatic.  Nearby  peasants  will 
provide fresh food, but the lodging is also 
only in tents and we cook on open fire. 
We end the tour in  the stunning Cheile 
Țăsnei (Țăsna's Gorge), were a minibus is 
ready to pick us up.

Trekking in the «Lost World»: Cerna Valley
with tents and horses in a special region

The  spectacular  beauty  of  the  Cerna  Valley  combines  rough  mountain 
sceneries with the tiny, isolated (and dying!) hamlets. Even most Romanians 
have no clues, that this type of landscapes still survives in the country. Our 
trekking tour, placed in one of Romania's largest national parks, opens access 
to this “lost world”.

     active tour: nature, culture & people

Active:

• the trekking tour takes 8 days / 7 nights

• daily hikes of 3 to 6 hrs., we carry only 
the daily backpacks;

• we sleep in tents, closer or farther to 
the “lost hamlets”;

• when changing locations, horses carry 
the luggages (tents, sleeping bags a.s.o.);

• on 3 of the 7 nights we have access to 
a shared  shower,  for  the rest:  portable 
camp showers, solar-heated;

• most of the food comes from the tiny 
farmsteads  of  the  area  –  and  is,  of 
course, 100% organic;

• groups are small – 4 to 8 people, team 
spirit is required.

Relax after  the  trekking  tour:  ideally  2 
nights in a comfortable guest-house, we 
suggest  a  guest-house  in  Tismana  (if 
you're interested in authentic village life) 
or  2  nights  in  a  good  pension  on  the 
shore of the Danube, in the “Iron Gates” 
(for just having a break in nice scenery).

www.tymestours.ro/CERNA

When? Late May  to late September.

With  accommodation  as  stated  above,  full-
board,  transportation  (including  transportation 
of luggage by horses), guiding.

Flights (not  included)  to/from  Timi oaraș ; 
Bucharest is also possible. Depending on airport 
and / or flight schedule, an extension of one or 
even two overnights might be necessary.
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